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EDITOR’S NOTE

Dear Alumni and Friends:

Welcome to the Spring/Summer issue of Challenge Magazine 

2008.  As the sun fi nally warms, our campus fi lls with nature’s 

color and residential students (those not attending classes this 

summer) return home to their families and summer jobs.  

Our facilities department is busy paint-

ing residence halls, polishing fl oors, 

and manicuring shrubbery. Our admis-

sions staff is busy recruiting for fall, 

and faculty begin to prepare curricula 

for our online and seated classes.  For 

the rest of us, we try to squeeze in 

a vacation because the school year 

leaves little time for time off.

This issue is full of what happened 

this past year, some tearful goodbyes, and a sneak peak at what’s 

to come.

Your story of the way it was when you attended TU delight us, so do 

not hesitate to contact me.  Most importantly, don’t forget to “Tell 

Us About Yourself” by referring to our website at www.tiffi n.edu.  I 

look forward to your news.

Lisa W. Williams

Editor, Executive Director of Media Relations & Publications

SEND NEWS, OLD OR NEW, TO CHALLENGE MAGAZINE.
Mail:  Lisa Williams, 155 Miami Street, Tiffi n, Ohio 44883
Call for interview appointment or story idea:  419.448.3444
Email:  lwilliam@tiffi n.edu
Website:  www.tiffi n.edu
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If this issue of Challenge Magazine is addressed to someone in your 
household who has moved, please notify the Alumni offi ce by calling 
419.448.3323 or email KoehlerS@tiffi n.edu. 

If this issue of Challenge Magazine is addressed to someone in your

Goodbye Janet
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Note:  We have made every effort to provide names and captions for 
each photo. Please accept our apologies for those that are incomplete.





Each year ,  the Off ice of  Student Act iv i t ies 

hosts a SpringFest  week before f inal  exams 

in Apri l .  I t  is  a week for students to rel ieve 

stress ,  have fun,  and create memories before 

the academic year concludes .   The Student 

Act iv i t ies Off ice ,  Student Government,  and 

other  organizat ions have the oppor tuni ty 

to hold an event or fundraiser that week .  

The week also includes the Annual Student 

Leadership Awards Dessert  to honor student 

leaders ,  organizat ions,  and outstanding events 

that happened throughout the school  year.  

This year ’s Spr ingFest consisted of  guest 

speakers ,  Circ le K’s Mr.  Universe Contest , 

Earth Day,  Laser Tag,  Freshman Caucus Dunk 

Tank,  Senior Class Caucus Cookout ,  Gamma 

Chi Alpha’s Suic ide Vigi l ,  the Gospel Choir , 

Delta pizza giveaway, Dorm Chal lenge,  Phi 

Theta Pi  Cookout ,  and performances by the 

TU musical  ensembles .   This cont inues to be 

a school  t radit ion that many look forward to 

each year.

Spring
w h a t ’ s  h a p p e n i n g  >  C a m p u s S c e n e 
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Salvia Divinorum
Dr. Jonathan Appel, Associate Professor of Psychology and Criminal 

Justice, is one of the few researchers who have studied the emer-

gence of the powerful legal hallucinogen, Salvia Divinorum.  Salvia 

Divinorum (“diviner’s sage”) was the name given to a plant, a unique 

hallucinogen that is increasingly used in the United States.

Dr. Appel believes the facts should be given to inform the public of 

the widespread sales and use across the United States. According to 

Appel, the information is especially needed by parents and profes-

sional groups who may 

come into contact with 

the “at risk” users. Dr. 

Appel has also examined 

the underlying dynam-

ics that may have con-

tributed to this phenom-

enon, which include the 

rise of an internet youth 

sub-culture, which ex-

changes information 

and infl uences behavior 

outside the awareness 

of the mainstream cul-

ture and authority fi g-

ures.  Another infl uence 

may be the unmet needs 

of today’s youth are 

searching for meaning 

and identity apart from 

an increasingly stressed 

and disconnected material society, including a search for the “sacred” 

in a modern world concerned with compulsive consumption.

“Salvia has become an Internet phenomenon where, in talking to 

kids, their perception around it is, ‘Well, it must not be that bad for 

you because it’s legal,’ and that’s a real dangerous assumption to 

make,” says Appel.  

Dr. Appel has worked in the fi eld of Behavioral Health for over 20 

years.  He has worked with individuals, groups, families, and orga-

nizations as a psychotherapist, drug counselor, clinical supervisor, 

program director, consultant, researcher, and educator. Dr. Appel has 

been published in such peer-reviewed research publications as the 

Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment, and Trauma, the Journal of El-

der Abuse and Neglect, the Family Journal: Counseling and Therapy 

for Couples and Families, and the International Journal of Mental 

Health and Addiction.

In May, Tiffi n University hosted the fi fth cohort of students to gradu-
ate from its MBA program in Bucharest, Romania. One of the stu-
dents receiving her degree at commencement, Michelle Dietrich 
has implemented a networking group for the current and past stu-
dents in the program.

The Tiffi n University Business Club (TUBC) began as a project for 
a Marketing Management class in the Bucharest MBA program. 
A group of four students who were members of the class that re-
ceived degrees in May decided to use the Club as the topic for 
their project. The class was taught by Dr. Perry Haan, Dean of the 
School of Business in 2007.  The group’s mission for the Club was, 
“…to build a non-profi t organization that will support former, cur-
rent and future Tiffi n MBA students by creating an environment for 
business networking, career development opportunities and social 
activities.” They also created a slogan: “Networking beyond educa-
tion.” 

“TUBC is an active vehicle for getting its members more actively 
involved in Tiffi n University as well as the Club. This ‘buy in’ should 
begin from day one of the MBA student life cycle continuing through 
the alumni stage,” Dietrich said.  

While attending the commence-
ment ceremony, Dietrich met 
with Celinda Scherger, TU’s Di-
rector of Alumni Relations to 
discuss possible connections 
between TU’s Alumni Association 
and TUBC. Scherger gave Dietrich 
a number of ideas for developing 
the club, including some specifi c 
ideas for trying to keep alumni con-
nected to Tiffi n University in Romania. 
Dietrich also met with Carol McDan-
nell, Director of Career Development, 
to discuss possible internships in Romania for students from the 
Tiffi n Campus. 

“Global internship experiences would provide Tiffi n University stu-
dents with opportunities for diversity and professional develop-
ment.  I appreciated the opportunity to meet with Michelle. She 
shared her insight about establishing internship experiences with 
U.S. based companies in Romania” McDannell commented.

Research

e fi fth cohort of students to gradu-
charest, Romania. One of the stu-
ommencement Michelle Dietrich

expands iBusiness Club    
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Alumni  & Fr iends Cru ise
7-Day Mexican Riv iera  Cru ise
Depar ts  f rom San Diego on
Februar y  14, 2009
Experience the elegant luxury of Holland America Line 

and discover special places like, Bahia Magdalena, Mazatlan, Puerto Vallarta, and Cabo 

San Lucas, Mexico.  

Cruise prices begin at $749 per person. Complete travel packages are available and 

include 2-nights hotel, 7 day cruise, transfers, and airfare. Don’t Miss the Boat!   A de-

posit of $350 per person guarantees your space. Final payment is due December 1, 2008.  

ll major credit cards accepted.

 For reservations and further details, contact:

Brad Haley, HAL Personal Cruise Consultant

1-800-355-3017 ext 3209 or bhaley@hollandamerica.com

Be sure to mention the Tiffi n University special offer!

2009 Cruise

Point.click.
Give.

With our secure server, investing in 

Tiffi n University has never been easier. 

Just point and click, and your gift – what-

ever its size – helps TU provide access and 

opportunity for individuals, and facilitates 

their preparation for successful careers 

and for productive and satisfying lives. We 

invite our friends and supporters to join us 

at www.tiffi n.edu where Real Connections 

yield Real Results.

Cedar Point Day July 25
Tiffi n University Day at Cedar Point is Friday, July 25!  Special admission price for Tiffi n University alumni and friends is $30.00 

(regular admission price is $42.95).

Cedar Point Park Hours:  10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

TU Booth will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Stop by the TU Booth (at the front gate of Cedar Point) 

wearing TU apparel and receive a 22 oz cup for $2.  The cup entitles you to FREE refi lls at Cedar Point for the entire summer!

For more information, call Celinda Scherger at 419.448.3313 or email schergercm@tiffi n.edu
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1960’s
Roger D. Heckel, Class of 1968, Columbus, Ohio, works in busi-

ness development for Scioto Services.  He writes, “I met my wife 

of 39 years, Patricia, while attending TU.  I was one of the fi rst 

residents of on-campus housing in McKillip Hall.  My career has 

been successful and I feel that TU helped me to develop a strong 

understanding of business.”

John Lauer, Class of 1969, Fremont, Ohio, was sworn in as the 

new Fremont City Auditor in January.  Lauer previously served as 

the city’s treasurer for 14 years.  He also worked for 36 years with 

BP Amoco PLC as a district sales representative and as an auditor.  

1970’s
Robert Gaver, Class of 1971, Perrysburg, Ohio, writes, “I retired 

this year with more than 30 years with the Ohio Department of 

Taxation in Toledo.  I was an audi-

tor for the fi rst 25 years, specializing 

in sales tax.  The last 5 years, I was 

a supervisor in taxpayer services.  I 

also served in the Ohio National 

Guard from 1971 through 1991.  I am 

amazed and proud of the progress 

Tiffi n University has made since my 

days on campus.”

John R. Pawsey, Class of 1975, Clyde, Ohio, writes, “I would like 

to take the time to say thank you to Tiffi n University’s baseball pro-

gram and all sports programs.  I thought it showed your character 

when you were one of the fi rst to raise funds after the bus tragedy 

that affected Bluffton University.  This is impressive and shows the 

maturity that I have seen taking place at TU.  Thank you.”

John Krupp, Class of 1976, Sandusky, Ohio, writes, “I am a new 

grandpa!  My son, Jeff, and his wife Christine, had a daughter, 

Gwendolyn Mae, last June.”  John is a self-employed CPA.  

Daniel Ritter, Class of 1977, Mc-

Comb, Ohio, is an Audit Manager for 

the Ohio Department of Taxation.  He 

writes, “I will be retiring August 30, 

2008 from the Ohio Department of 

Taxation with over 31 years of service 

time.  I am currently an Audit Manager 

and I started working for the depart-

ment a few months after I graduated 

from Tiffi n University in 1977.  I have 

also been busy as District Governor 

for Lions Clubs International.  Ohio has ten districts and I served 

district 13-A which covers northwest Ohio.  Lions Clubs Interna-

tional is the world’s largest service organization with 1.3 million 

members in over 200 countries.  The Lions’s main service projects 

include assisting the visually impaired and battling preventable 

blindness.  My wife, Pat and I have been married almost 28 years 

and we have one son and two daughters.”

1990’s
Benjamin E. Nutter, Class of 1991, Tiffi n, Ohio, was named Vice 

President of the Seneca County Board of Commissioners.  Before 

becoming a county commissioner, Nutter worked as an undercover 

police offi cer and also worked as a district sales manager for Web-

ster Industries.  In addition to his service as a commissioner, Nutter 

is a captain fi re fi ghter for the City of Tiffi n. 

Paul Lee, Class of 1992, Schererville, Indiana, is the Vice Presi-

dent of Sales for Sales Activity Management, Inc. in Illinois.  

Mike Clark, Class of 1993, Perrysburg, Ohio, was inducted into 

the Perrysburg High School athletic hall of fame in February.  Clark 

was an All-Northern Lakes League player in football, basketball, 

and baseball before attending TU, where he led the Dragons to a 

berth in the 1992 NAIA national tournament.  

Mike Daniel, Class of 1993, Tiffi n, Ohio, was promoted to se-

nior vice president of Old Fort Banking Co. in February.  He began 

working for the bank in 1998, serving as auditor.  Daniel became 

executive investment offi cer in 2003, and was promoted in 2005 

to chief fi nancial offi cer.  

Jeff Beard, Class of 1999, Columbus, Ohio, joined Standing Stone 

Bank as a vice president and cashier.  He will hold the position of 

chief fi nancial offi cer.  
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1930’s 

Marie Schatt, Class of 1937, Green 

Springs, Ohio, passed away in January.  

Clemens Szymanowski, Class of 1938, 

Fremont, Ohio, 

passed away in 

March. 

Esther “Essie” Ohl, Class of 1939, At-

tica, Ohio, passed away in March.  She 

worked as a professional secretary for 

Auto Call in Shelby, Ohio and Continental 

Can in San Francisco.  Ohl also worked for 

the Attica Hub for more than 10 years.  

1940’s
Leonard D. Roberts, Class of 1942, 

Bucyrus, Ohio, passed away in Decem-

ber.  

1950’s
Marion J. “Mitzi” Kern, Class of 1951, 

McComb, Ohio, passed away in Novem-

ber.  A native of Youngstown, Mitzi was 

a reporter and later the advertising man-

ager for the North Baltimore News for 

more than a decade.  She wrote a regular 

column for the weekly newspaper called 

“Out My Kitchen Window.”

William G. Sheaffer, Class of 1958, Tiro, 

Ohio, passed away in April.  Bill served in 

the Air National Guard at the 179th Tacti-

cal Air Wing in Mansfi eld.  He began his 

banking career at Second National Bank 

in Tiro continuing on at Society Bank in 

Bucyrus until 1980 when he went to work 

for Farmers State/Citizens Bank in New 

Washington, from which he retired.

1970’s
Paul Eugene “Wally” Borer, Class of 

1977, Tiffi n, 

Ohio, passed 

away earlier 

this year. 

Richard Gase, Class of 1977, Tiffi n, 

Ohio passed away in March.  He was em-

ployed for 38 years at the Toledo Blade as 

a pressman, retiring in 2006.  

Rodney M. Perry, Class of 1978, Tiffi n, 

Ohio, passed away in February. 

1980’s
Maria Myers, Class of 1986, Tiffi n, Ohio, 

passed away in March.  

1990’s
Heather Jane Schaub, Class of 1996, 

Wapakoneta, Ohio, passed away in No-

vember.

2000’s

Scott Distel, Associate Professor of 

Psychology in the School of Criminal 

Justice and Social Sciences, passed 

away on June 16. A highly respected 

educator and colleague, Scott has been a 

part of the Tiffi n University family for 23 

years. He will be deeply missed.

The next issue of Challenge will feature 

a story on Scott. If you would like to 

send your brief comments to Challenge 

Magazine, send to lwilliam@tiffi n.edu.
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Spring   
    Reviews
BASEBALL
The Tiffi n University baseball team completed the 2008 season 

with a 19-24 overall record in their fi rst season of NCAA Division 

II competition.  The Dragons competed against some of the best 

teams in the Great Lakes Region, and prepared for next year’s 

entry into the Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 

(GLIAC) with games against nationally- ranked Ashland, Wayne 

State, and Grand Valley State. The team posted a 7-11 record 

against their future conference opponents, with big wins includ-

ing a thrilling doubleheader sweep against then #10 Grand Valley 

featuring two walk-off home runs, and a 6-0 shutout against #7 

St. Joseph’s College.

 

This year’s Dragons featured impressive performances from a 

young squad, which featured only two seniors among the top 

seven hitters. The team hit .306 for the season, improving on their 

.291 average from 2007. First baseman Paul Robbins concluded 

his career at Tiffi n with another outstanding season, leading the 

Dragons in batting average (.429), hits (60), doubles (12) and RBI 

(43). Senior outfi elder Justin Blair fi nished third on the team with 

a .375 batting average and led the team with 44 runs scored. 

Outfi elder Devin Rudolph hit .391 and drove in 24 runs in his 

sophomore season, fi nishing second on the team in runs scored 

(38) and hits (59). Fellow sophomores Ty Blake (.291, 35 RBI) and 

Jason Bailey (.283, 21 RBI) also contributed strongly in regular 

roles this year, while freshmen Kyle Leggett (.324, 25 RBI) and 

Kyle Sprague (.310) helped solidify the infi eld for the Dragons.

 

The Dragon pitching staff included Junior Eric Ludrowsky, who 

led the team with ten starts, posting a 5-4 record with a 4.47 ERA 

and recording a team-high 47 strikeouts. Ludrowsky tied with 

sophomore Tom Podulka for the team lead with three complete 

games, while sophomore Tyler Woodjetts recorded fi ve of the 

Dragons’ nine saves this year in sixteen innings of work. Senior 

Mark Verkest started seven games and pitched 33 innings, while 

Kyle Klinker and Tadd Sparks started seven and eight games, re-

spectively, for the Dragons.

 

The Dragons will return the majority of players as they enter the 

GLIAC next season. “The promising steps we took forward this 

year will make us a better team next year,” said Head Coach Lonny 

Allen, “and we’re looking forward to an exciting 2009 season.”

SOFTBALL
The Tiffi n University softball team fi nished the 2008 season with 

a 27-14-1 overall record. The team’s .659 winning percentage 

was the program’s fourth best since 2001, and marked the pro-

gram’s fi rst year of NCAA Division II competition. “The Division II 

programs in the Great Lakes region have been regularly on our 

schedule over the years, “ said Coach Campbell, “and its helped 

us be more prepared for this transition.” 

 

First baseman Paul 

Robbins fi nished 

his Dragons career 

with a Second Team 

All-Region honor, 

leading the team in 

most offensive cat-

egories and setting 

new career records 

in doubles and bat-

ting average.
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Junior Cyla Hawkins 

was named Divi-

sion II Independent 

Player of the Year, 

as the Dragons won 

the Independent 

Collegiate Athletic 

Association softball 

title with a 27-14-1 

record. Hawkins 

batted .413 and led 

the team in runs 

and hits.
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