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Founded in 1888, Tiffin University (TU) emerged as an institution built on entrepreneurship, 

innovation and agility for the purpose of student success. Breaking away from a traditional college 

over a century ago in order to offer an alternative to conventional higher education, transformed 

TU into a new kind of institution motivated by educating students who understand and embrace 

the significance of our motto, SINE AUDACIA NULLUM PRAEMIUM, translated from Latin, 

to mean, without risk, there is no gain.  

 

Our story is one of grit and determination, of overcoming insurmountable odds with a desire to 

prove naysayers wrong. Collectively, there is a feistiness in us Dragons that cannot be ignored; a 

can-do attitude that becomes contagious. Embracing an underdog’s mentality is what gives us a 

desire to never give up and always meet the toughest challenges head on to get things done.  

 

Today, with just over 3,000 students, Tiffin University offers nationally and internationally 

accredited doctorate, graduate and undergraduate degrees in business administration, top-notch 

academic programs in criminal justice and social sciences, and distinctive degrees in the arts and 

sciences. Throughout its history, the University has nurtured a learning-centered setting and a 

sense of community for its students, faculty, and staff. 

 

From athletes, artists and entrepreneurs to international students and those from urban, suburban 

and small-town settings, we are actively building the most unique and diverse community in the 

rural heartland of Ohio and well beyond, with campuses and partnerships throughout not only the 

state of Ohio, but across the globe, including Romania, Switzerland and South America to date. 

What makes us different is the way we have intentionally chosen to approach this thing called 

“college” with an uncommon focus on opportunity, practicality, teaching and mentoring, and 

belonging. 

 

Students at Tiffin University come from all over the globe. Welcoming and accepting of all 

cultures and beliefs, some students come to us physically and live on campus in our residence 

halls, where in many cases, our campus becomes their home, not their home away from home, but 

their true and only home.  Others come to us virtually and/or to one of our partner campuses, some 

entering college for the first time, others with some college but no degree.  Many are single women. 

Many are from rural areas, leaving home for the first time when they come to campus their 

freshman year.  Others come from urban areas and find diversity they have never experienced until 

arriving at TU.  Still others come from across the country and across the pond, seeking the chance 

to define themselves.  Finally, many come to us to better themselves, either through a short-term 

additional certification or to attain a graduate or terminal degree. Wherever they come from and 

for whatever reason, be it through their athletic dreams, their gift of creativity and art, their chance 

to improve their life, TU students are provided an opportunity to challenge conventional wisdom 

and/or their desire to achieve success.  

 

TU student demographics detail a student body that is 30% domestic and globally diverse; 47% 

Pell Eligible with the average family income of less than $32,110; and 38% being first-generation 

college students.   
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TU is focused on transforming all of its students’ lives, no matter who the student is; where the 

student begins or ends their collegiate journey with us. We expect our students to leave our walls, 

whether brick and mortar, or virtual, a very different individual than when they came to us. We 

push our students to succeed; however, they define success, because we have provided the 

education they deserved and they have earned the educational potential we knew they could. 

 

In January of 2016, Dr. Lillian Schumacher became the sixth president of Tiffin University, and 

the first female. Schumacher is the daughter of immigrant parents and grew up living around the 

world. A savvy business professional and educator, herself, President Schumacher embodies an 

entrepreneurial and opportunistic spirit, believing fully that any student that wants to transform 

their life should be given a chance to do so.   

 
Lastly, at Tiffin University, Celebrating CulTUral Uniqueness or CCU@TU is our response to diversity, 

equity, inclusion and belonging. Our approach is different in that we address DEI from a perspective/lens 

of culture, the basic premise that to truly address systemic issues of prejudice and racism, everyone needs 

a seat at the table to address this. Further every individual is at a different point on the continuum of valuing 

difference and our calling should be to meet people where they are and challenge and encourage them to 

move towards the position of value and respect for every human being. 
 

We are a university focused on linking knowledge and practice to prepare traditional and adult 

students for professional careers in criminal justice, social sciences, the arts, business, 

technology and science. We do this because our faculty bring with them practitioner expertise. 

We facilitate learning through current and relevant field knowledge, and career ready skills 

essential for students to successfully find, acquire, maintain and grow within their chosen 

profession. We value a broad-based education and treasure the entrepreneurial spirit, as this 

spirit has been in our DNA since 1888. Tiffin University is uniquely focused intentionally on 

the professions in order to equip students to be diverse minded, critical thinkers, innovative 

problem solvers, effective negotiators and communicators, and collaborators not only in their 

role in society, but as importantly in their field of expertise. 

 


